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Rather than set her free, Peru immediately remanded 
her case to the Civilian Terrorism courts where she un-
derwent a second ”trial” even though this cY UV
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Lori was found 
guilty of assisting the MRTA and sentenced to 20 years 
even though there was no witness testimony or docu-
ments to support this verdict. Unfortunately, this trial 
demonstrated what the U.S. Department of State and 
many human rights groups have stated, that the Special 
Civilian Courts for Terrorism in Peru do not meet inter-
national standards of openness, fairness, and due proc-
ess. 
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chief judge implied Lori must prove her innocence 
to the court, in direct violation of the Peruvian Con-
stitution and international law requiring that she be 
considered innocent until proven guilty.
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chief judge declared Lori guilty two years before 
the trial began, and the three-judge panel made 
repeated claims that Lori was guilty as soon as the 
public trial began. 
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relied on witness statements made under torture, 
or threats of torture and were repeatedly hostile to 
those who did not state what they expected to 
hear. 
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���� She was forcibly 

taken off a bus in downtown Lima. At the 
time, she was working as a freelance jour-
nalist, preparing articles for two U.S. publi-
cations. She was 26 years old. 
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Although Lori has always been committed 
to non-violence, she was accused of being 
a leader in a Peruvian revolutionary guer-
rilla movement called the Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement (MRTA). She had 
no chance to defend herself against pre-
posterous charges. She was “convicted” of 
treason and was sentenced to life in a 
maximum-security prison by a hooded 
anonymous Army officer. 
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Lori has been held in a number of different 
prisons in Peru spending several years at a 
high altitude prison under extremely harsh, 
inhumane and life-threatening conditions.  
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human rights community in August 1998 she wrote, 
“I have never been a member of the MRTA; I have 
never participated in the planning of a violent act,  
neither with the MRTA nor anybody else; neither have 
I promoted violence, and, what is more, I do not be-
lieve in violence and it would not be possible for me to 
participate in violence.” 
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by Amnesty International. The United Nations High 
Commission on Human Rights has stated that Lori 
has been arbitrarily detained. 
 
Thanks to the urging of supporters in the U.S., 
the majority of the House of Representatives and  
44 Senators have signed letters supporting Lori’s 
release. 
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of State Powell expressed his concern to Peruvian  
President Toledo.
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